An adult female skull of the Epi-Jomon period (Esan culture)
INTRODUCTION
, some have not been hitherto published.
CRANIOLOGICAL DESCRIPTIONS AND MEASUREMENTS
The measurements and indices of the Minami-Usu 6 skull are given in Table   1 . The incidence pattern of 29 non-metric cranial variants is shown in Table 4 .
NEUROCRANIUM
The vault of the skull was ovoid in norma verticalis. Vault sutures were partially obliterated outside and the lambda was very difficult to define accurately. The lower margin of the piriform aperture was blunt.
The zygomatic bone as a whole was small and gracile, and only slightly flared.
The zygomaxillary tuberosity was ill developed on either side.
The body of the maxilla was generally reduced in size and the zygomatic process of the maxilla was rather low. Shallow but definite canine fossae were observable on both sides. The alveolar process of the maxilla was quite high and its anterior portion was markedly protruded, (Fig.2-Fig.7) . The Table 2 . The cranial base index (Shadelbasislange/Mastoidealbreite *100) of the MinamiUsu 6 skull is 104.0, and it is also much closer to those of the Ainu series than to that of the Jomon II series (Fig. 3) , 1974,1975) , were selected in considering to which group the Minami-Usu 6 skull should be attributed.
The incidence pattern of 29 non-metric minor variants in the Minami-Usu 6 skull is given in Table 4 , together with the incidence proportions of the presence or absence of those variants in the Ainu and Japanese series.
In the case of those several traits marked with daggers in Table 4 , the incidence proportions in the Ainu or Japanese series have not been as yet publised. The likelihood of a skull having been drawn from a population is given as
where Pi is the incidence proportion of the i-th trait in the population, Qi=1-Pi, and xi is 1 or 0 according to whether the i-th trait is present or absent in the skull (TAKAHASHI,1969 ; OKADA & YAMAGUCHI, 1975) . The results are shown in the lower part of Table 4 .
The likelihood ratio (Ainu/Jpn.), also shown in the lower part of Table 4, was 9.8557. This shows that the Minami-Usu 6 skull is far more likely to have been drawn from the Ainu population rather 1) Original data are given in DODO (1974 DODO ( & 1975 and sexes are pooled unless otherwise noted. * Only female proportions are presented , because sex differences in incidence were observed in the previous studies (Dono, loc, cit.), * Unpublished data.
than from the Japanese population. as a whole was reduced in size as compared with that of Jomon crania, the degree of the reduction being marked in the zygomatic bone and the body of the maxilla.
2) The alveolar process of the maxilla was high and so prognathous as to be frequently seen in the skulls of the southwestern Hokkaido Ainu.
3) The attrition of the teeth was so advanced that the enamel of the molar teeth was almost completely worn away, this con- 
